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FORMAL PROPOSAL FOR PERFORMING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
ON THE
SHROUD OF TURIN
by
THE SHROUD OF TURIN RESEARCH PROJECT, INC.

[NTRODUCTION

The Shroud of Turin Research Project, Inc. (STURP) is pleased to submit
1 formal proposal for performing scientific research on the Turin Shroud in
order to finalize its studies begun in 1978. Although much new information
concerning the Shroud has been produced as a result of the 1978
{nvestigation, basic issues remain unresolved in a scientifically rigorous
sense. For example, the origin of the image and the relationship of the
Shroud to the historical Jesus are still unclear. Further, there does not
2xist sufficient data to define proper conservation procedures for the
Shroud. The first two 1ssues have attracted strong interest in the
scientific community around the world in recent years, while the third is of
sbvious importance to those responsible for conserving the Shroud and anyome
¢ho, as we, regard the Shroud as a valuable object which should be preserved
for future generations.

We are indeed grateful to His Eminence, Cardinal Anastasio Ballestrero,
for having given us the opportunity to examine the Shroud with technically
sophisticated imstrumentation in 1978, That we are again asking for an
Jpportunity to re-examine the Shroud is motivated by the realization, after
six years of exhaustive study, that more data 1is required to responsibly
szonclude our 1978 studies regarding the issues of (1) comnservation,
(2) image formation, and (3) relationship of the Shroud to the historical
Jesus. Our request is also motivated in part by the knowledge that the 1969
Scientific Commission was granted the privilege of a second examination in
1973. But most of all, we are motivated by a genuine interest in the Shroud
1s 8 sclentific problem, apart from whatever religious feelings those in our
3roup may or may not have.

There are various respectable Shroud groups in the World, including the
famous International Center of Sindonology in Turinm, which could contribute
significantly to furthering scientific knowledge of the Shroud. We applaud
any efforts these groups might make in the future to bring about new
inderstanding concerning the Shroud and we welcome the opportunities for
zollaboration (as discussed below). For our part, we believe we have much
to cffer as well, As a multidisciplinary scientific group, we have acquired
considerable expertise over the past six years on the Shroud from our 1978
sxamination and have published on the Shroud many times in reviewed
scientific literature.

We therefore request written permission to examine the Shroud at the
zarliest convenience of His Eminence, compatible with the necessary lead
time (about one year from the time permission is granted) required for us to
effectively execute the proposed examination procedures. The time period
requested to perform all the examinations on the Shroud is three weeks. The




requested location of the examination is the immediate and most convenient
vicinity 6f where the Shroud is permanently maintained in Turin., We request
that specific facilities (described below) be provided to us, including
whatever security precautions are necessary. Beyond this, there will be no
anticipated requests to His Eminence; STURP will provide (1) equipment, (2)
personnel, (3) transportation, (4) customs arrangements, (5) data
collection, (6) data analysis, and (7) necessary funding for these six
items.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

There has been a developing and venerable tradition during the entire
twentieth century of using the techniques of science to study the Shroud.
This tradition is the result of a natural and healthy disposition of our
modern, technically sophisticated world that, in addition to asking
important religious and philosophical questions of meaning, asks
complimentary questions of scientific content,

Modern scientific investigations of the Shroud can be said to have
begun in May, 1898 when the Italian photographer, Secundo Pia, took the
first photographs of the Shroud. For the first time, scientific information
resident in the image discolorations was extracted from the Shroud and
recorded onto film. This meant that the Shroud image patterns could be
studied anywhere in the world without the necessity of making the Shroud
available for direct examination. Better photographs were later made by the
Italian photographer, Guiseppe Enrie in 1931, Generally speaking, initial
studies were made by private individuals, for example Paul Vignon and Pierre
Barbet in France. But in the 1950's, as individual studies began to mature,
the International Center of Sindomology in Turin (followed by other groups)
began to bring individual efforts into open and formal communication. In
1969, and again in 1973, a scientific commission was appointed to examine
the Shroud using the techniques of science. The importance of these studies
cannot be overstated; scientific investigations of the Shroud had matured to
the point where a collective body, rather than independent individuals,
sought to extract and analyze various scientific information from the
Shroud. The members of the commission, however, published their results as
essentially independent papers comprising a single report. In 1978, along
with other investigators, a new group from the United States known as STURP
was allowed by His Eminence to examine the Shroud. Like the 1969/1973
Commission, STURP conducted its investigations as a multidisciplinary group.
But unlike previous investigations, all publications were refereed first by
peer members of STURP and then by outside representatives of authoritative
sclence via the normal peer-review process of established and recognized
scientific journals. This has afforded the international scientific
community with the opportunity to critically examine and evaluate the Shroud
as a scientific object. In otherwords, the data gathered in 1978 is now the
property of mankind through its permanent, globally disseminated and
respected scientific literature. This is an important and essential step
for twentieth century society to evaluate the proper philosophical and
religious significance of the Turin Shroud.

Thus, scientific research on the Shroud has been continuously active
and maturing since 1898. The trend has been to move from individualistic to
multidisciplinary team efforts with a peer-review character, important for
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aiizing the quality of scientific research. This has been nourished by
ver increasing scientific awareness and interest by the gemeral public
ts present, worldwide proportions (most of which has occurred over the
five years). And it 1s the experience of STURP that there 1is
spread agreement with the decision of His Eminence to allow one of the
ch's esteemed possessions to be examined by objective and unbiased
wce in 1978,
A review of scientific articles and papers from 1898 to the present,
3 gignificant dincreases in new scientific knowledge concerning the
id following each examination. For example, the photographic imagery of
showed the positive/negative characteristic of the Shroud image. The
Llent photographs by Enrie in 1931 served as the basis for the well-
a medical studies of Barbet. The 1969/1973 examination indicated that
Shroud image resided on the surface of the cloth and the removed frag-
s allowed important textile evaluations to be performed. Finally, the
examinations determined the first-order chemistry of the body and blood
es, Although considerably more knowledge has been acquired from the
ous examinations of the Shroud beginning in 1898, these examples illus-
e how each occasion of scientific examination has increased the body of
ledge concerning the Shroud. Thus, it is anticipated that such weuld be
case in any future examination, in particular the one proposed here.
It is in this spirit and with these expectations from history, along
a genuine interest in resolving basic 1issues assoclated with the
ud, that STURP submits this proposal.

RIPTION OF STURP

STURP is a formal, multidisciplinary relationship between individuals
are interested in performing scientific studies on the Shroud of Turinm.
single goal of STURP is to perform and enter those studies into the
anent sclentific literature of mankind for review. While everyone in
P 1is free to have whatever religious opinion of the Shroud he or she
es, the sole intent "‘of STURP is to conduct unbiased scientific
stigations of the Shroud as per classical scientific method.

The STURP relationship 1s based on a formal agreement which 1s
ntarily executed by all its members. Every STURP investigator will have
red into this agreement prior to any investigation of the Shroud which
.t be permitted, STURP believes that the multidisciplinary approach is

best vehicle, by virtue of internal collaboration balanced with
~interaction and internal criticism, for achieving responsible
ntific inquiry regarding the Shroud. To achieve such a level of
dination, given the strong public interest in the Shroud and our desire
have a responsible group, an agreement understood in writing by all
-erdgis necessary. This agreement, provided in Appendix A, covers basic
les . which collectively are intended to provide for responsible
istigations of the Shroud and responsible reporting of those
:st%?ation;. These issues are:

Heﬁhathhig - The first clause of the agreement defines that a member of
P is anyone who has executed the basic STURP agreement form. It is
)rtapt to recognize that STURP is not a society but a project dedicated
ly® to the scientific study of certain aspects of the Shroud.

%
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Accordingly, membership is restricted to those individuals who, by virtue of
special qualifications, are able to fulfill specific functions (e.g.
sclentific, administrative, logistic, etc.) which support directly the basic
STURP mission. Accordingly, STURP must necessarily be selective in its
membership, and all members are required to execute the basic STURP
agreement. (It should also be noted that the membership of STURP may change
according to specific requirements).

2, Duties - It is important to note that all members of STURP are volunteer
and none shall be paid a salary of any kind by STURP for their research
efforts. Indeed, STURP is registered in the United States as a non-profit
corporation., All work is performed primarily on personal time. Thus, all
members are involved because of a genuine interest in the Turin Shroud.
Accordingly, in clause 2, STURP acknowledges that every member is free to
proceed with his or her studies to the extent permitted by constraints of
family, job, and life-style.

Thus, it should be anticipated that the proposed studies will take
longer than if performed professionally as a salaried research program.
However, STURP has demonstrated that, although it is composed of volunteer
members, it ean bring all its proposed studies to their published
conclusions.

1. Copyright - The copyright clause pertains to the proper use,
custodianship, and ownership of all data collected by STURP members in both
the 1978 and the currently proposed testing program. STURP wishes to always
be in a position to study, restudy, defend, demonstrate and evaluate
scientific hypotheses. Accordingly, STURP requests of His Eminence that all
data collected from the Shroud including photographic, numerical, probe
measurements, and microsamples become the permanent property of both STURP
and the individual investigator (the latter would act as normal custodian of
the data). STURP intends that the data will be used only for academic
purposes. The joint ownership of the data by STURP and the individual
investigator is to guarantee to all STURP members, as well as to potential
well-qualified collaborators external to STURP, access to data collected
under STURP sponsorship. It will also be understood that His Eminence, as
custodian of the Shroud, will have perpetual access to any STURP-owned data.

4, Confidentiality - In general, STURP wishes to conduct its studies in an
atmosphere of openness and is willing to cooperate technically with other
groups (or individuals) which might be allowed to examine the Shroud.
Indeed, we dindicate ways of cooperation below. However, STURP also
recognizes its responsibility to the custodians of the Shroud, interested
public, scientific community, and its own membership to insure that omly
responsible and accurate information about the Shroud is released in the
neme of STURP. Accordingly, the STURP agreement includes a requirement of
confidentiality. It should be noted that confidentiality pertaining to any
area of research can be removed by STURP (e.g. in order to participate with
other responsible groups or individuals as discussed below), and the entire
confidentiality clause expires completely after three years from the date of
examination. It is not the intent of the confidentiality clause to restrict
Academic Freedom (which is guaranteed in another clause of the agreement)
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r to be an impediment to effective and creative research. Rather, the
tept ' is merely to coordinate and regulate the manner in which
URP-sponsored studies are placed into the public domain, In no case will
URP restrict information or research progress from His Eminence, in whose
re_ the Shroud is entrusted, Indeed, the publication record of STURP in
cepted scientific journals, as provided in Appendix B, demonstrates the
3h. credibility with which the international scientific community has
celved past STURP work. It 1s noteworthy that these studies were
tformed under a similar condition of confidentiality (which expired after
ree years in October 1981).

Confidentiality impacts public relations and publication procedures.
tordingly, it is appropriate to discuss how STURP intends to manage these
»lic information channels.

a. Public Relations - So as not to allow misinformation concerning
STURP's research program to be disseminated to the general publie, all
members of STURP will be required not to speak as the official STURP
spokesperson., Any member of STURP, however, is free to openly discuss
personal scientific (or religious) views concerning the Shroud as long
as these are not presented as coming officially from STURP or do not
conflict with existing confidentiality requirements, The only member
of STURP who will speak officially in the name of the group 1is the
public relations director who serves at the pleasure of the Board of
Directors of STURP, The reason for this policy is to ensure that the
sclentific activities of STURP are presented fairly, accurately, and
responsibly to the general public and scientific community which STURP
regards as the proper and rightful recipients of all STURP studies.

b. Publication - The internationally accepted and responsible format
for placing scientific information into the public domain is the
peer-reviewed scientific journal. It is intended that this procedure
be continued by STURP. However, since STURP, is a multidisciplinary
research project, each scientific paper from the STURP membership will
be peer-reviewed by STURP prior to being submitted to a journal where
the paper will be reviewed a second time. This review process 1s
intended to help the author(s) achieve the highest level of scilentific
excellence and to bring critical issues into focus. 1In no case will
any paper be censored by STURP (because of academic freedom); however,
STURP will reserve the right not to sponsor or endorse the paper 1if
irreconcilable differences arise. In that case, such a lack of
sponsorship will be made clear in the publication; otherwise the paper
will bear the name-of STURP. Thug, STURP will ensure that only well-
thought out studies will be published in its name so as to make a
contribution to the credibility and excellence of studies regarding the
Shroud,

Finally, STURP will regularly keep His Eminence and whomever he
wishes informed as to the current progress of its Shroud studies, and
published copies of all technical papers will be forwarded to him.

Academic Freedom - Every member of STURP is recognized as being able to
sue scientific truth as he or she sees it, No one in STURP or STURP col-
tively will interfere with this fundamental right of all members.
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